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Panhellenic Council hosts primary recruitment
Molly Ruffing
Staff Writer

_____________________________________

During this past week, many
female students have been participating in Primary Recruitment with the
intent to join one of Lawrence’s three
Panhellenic sororities. The process
began on Sunday, Jan. 12, and will
conclude today, Friday, Jan. 17.
The Panhellenic Council is the
governing body of the Panhellenic
sororities on campus: Kappa Alpha
Theta, Kappa Kappa Gamma and
Delta Gamma. These sororities were
founded on the principles of integrity,
intellectual development, philanthropy and life bonds of friendship.
Although Sigma Alpha Iota and
Beta Psi Nu are not Panhellenic
sororities, they are still included
in events throughout Greek Week,
which takes place in Spring Term.
These two sororities were not part of
the recruitment process that occurred
this past week.
Unlike most universities, Lawrence
hosts recruitment during Winter
Term. Although having recruitment
later in the year causes the number
of participants to generally be fewer,
there are certain advantages to the
later recruitment.
According to the Vice President
of External Recruitment for the Panhellenic Council, senior Madeleine
Stevenson, the delayed recruitment
allows women the opportunity to
“fully adjust to life on a college campus and figure out themselves and
their schedules before committing to
such a big time commitment.”

Freshman Alex Freeman playing Jenga at a sorority informational session held in the Steitz Atrium.
Photo by Larissa Davis.

Although it has been proposed that
moving recruitment to Fall Term may
increase participation in Greek life,
there are some drawbacks. Sophomore Morgan Fisher likes that recruitment occurs during Winter Term
because it allows the sororities to be
more dynamic and less homogenous
since people know other students
from outside of their chapter. Fisher
also pointed out that it makes the
recruitment process less intimidating.
The first round of primary recruitment took place on the second floor of
the Warch Campus Center on Sunday
afternoon. This round provides

interested women the opportunity to
meet and socialize with the different
sororities on campus.
The second round of primary
recruitment is the most casual round
and provides women the chance to
learn more about the philanthropies
of each sorority. Prospective members
learned about the core values of each
chapter on Monday this past week.
Each sorority has a specific philanthropy that it is dedicated to, and
because philanthropy and academic
excellence are the main focuses of
the Lawrence sororities, these are an
incredibly important aspect of Greek

life on campus.
The Kappa Kappa Gamma Zeta
Epsilon chapter supports the Kappa
Kappa Gamma Foundation, the
Reading is Fundamental project and
Harbor House. The Kappa Kappa
Gamma Foundation helps support
fellow Kappa sisters for scholarships
and during times of need. Reading is
Fundamental works to increase childhood literacy across the country, and
Harbor House is a domestic abuse
shelter located in Appleton.
The Kappa Alpha Theta Alpha Psi
chapter supports Court Appointed
Special Advocates, which is an

organization that supports neglected
and abused children as well as those
in the foster-care system by pairing
them with a court-appointed advocate. Members of Kappa Alpha Theta
also volunteer across the Appleton
area and throughout campus.
The Delta Gamma Alpha Zeta
chapter’s official philanthropy is
Service for Sight, which is part of the
Delta Gamma Foundation. This organization works to help those who are
visually impaired and those who are
at risk for becoming visually impaired
and to bring awareness to the topic of
vision and vision loss.
On Tuesday, prospective members were encouraged to attend an
informal event in order to view the
chapter rooms that are located in the
Panhellenic wing of Colman Hall.
This provided them with the chance
to go into the different rooms where
the chapter meetings take place and
talk in a very informal setting.
The third round of primary recruitment occurred on Wednesday and
is known as Decision Day. This is
the most formal round and provides
women with the chance to experience
what being in the chapter would be
like by experiencing a small ritual.
On Decision Day, the women put
bids in for the chapter they want to be
a part of by ranking their preferences.
They sign a Membership Recruitment
Acceptance Binding Agreement, but
the recruitment process is still not
complete.
Because the objective of recruit-

See page 2

Former Lawrence staff member delivers her “Queer Success” story
Carl Richardson
Staff Writer

_____________________________________

On Thursday, Jan. 9, trans actor,
photographer and musician Rachael Crowl delivered a talk in the
Wriston Auditorium titled “Queer
Success – Strategies for Survival.”
Crowl previously worked in New York
City playing the lead role in several
off-Broadway productions and at
Lawrence as the Director of Visual
Media. Since, she has worked as the
lead in a film that premiered at the
Los Angeles Film Festival in 2017,
and more recently just finished two
years with the Oregon Shakespeare
Festival.
She shared her inspirational life

THIS
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Crowl delivered her talk in the Wriston Auditorium.
Photo by Georgia Greenberg.

story of becoming a successful actor,
from starting out on a college tech
crew to joining a renowned theater
company and landing major roles in
movies. Throughout the story, she
emphasized certain strategies that
helped her along the way.

Among them, she suggested that
everyone should, “Be on the lookout
for people who have your back,” and
to support those people in return.
Not in a quid pro quo way, she noted,
but in a genuine friendly way.
She prompted listeners to actively
engage with life and be willing to take
risks because if they simply coast
along, they might miss golden opportunities. She told the story of how she
got one of her favorite roles in a play
by cold calling the theater and asking
for an audition — an unusual strategy
that paid off.
Other bits of advice included Crowl
prompting listeners to be nice — not
“mid-western nice” but genuinely nice
— to one another, to cut people slack
and to listen to others.
She noted that while much of her
advice might come off as too obvious
to warrent her saying, these “simple”
habits can still be hard to practice in
every circumstance and it is important not to lose sight of them.

Sports

Variety

Features

A&E

Op-Ed

Athlete of the Week

Fruit Night

Real Womxn’s Voices

Upcoming Events

Cars are bad

PAGE 3

PAGE 4

PAGE 6

PAGE 8

PAGE 10

NEWS

2

January 17, 2019

THE LAWRENTIAN

Panhellenic recruitment
continued from page 1
ment is to ensure that each prospective member finds the right fit where
they will be happiest, bidding is a mutual decision between the prospective
member and the sorority. The new
members of each chapter found out
what chapter they were matched with
on Thursday. Other members of each
sorority have to wait until Bid Night,
Friday, to find out what chapter the
women chose.
On Bid Night, another secret is
also revealed. Those who coordinate
recruitment and act as recruitment counselors — members of the
Panhellenic Council as well as two

women from each chapter — remain
anonymous in terms of which chapter
they belong to.
This anonymity is used to eliminate the possibility of bias. The intention of recruitment is to encourage
participation in Greek life, not one
specific chapter. Bid Night is when
the recruitment counselors are able to
finally reveal their chapter.

complete recruitment, there is still a
possibility to be recruited. Because
each chapter needs to have the exact
same number of members, there is
Continuous Open Bidding in order to
reach that balance.
Continuous Open Bidding is a
much less formal recruitment process, which generally occurs during
Winter Term. In order to be included

A couple weeks after recruitment
has taken place, new members of
each chapter will be paired with their
Bigs who act as their mentors in the
sorority. Initiation typically does not
occur until later in Spring Term.
For those who may be interested in joining a sorority but did not

in Continuous Open Bidding, it is
encouraged to reach out to at least
one of the sororities so that they are
aware you are interested. Contacts
for each sorority can be found on the
Lawrence University website under
the directory of student organizations.

Upcoming Events
Learn How to Swing Dance for President’s
Ball - Sat. 1/18 - 8 p.m. to 11 p.m. - Esch Hurvis

The Lawrence Christian Fellowship (LCF) Christmas Party was
held on Saturday, Jan. 11, from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m. The party offered games, food and music.
Photo by Sarah Navy.

Resume and Cover Letter Writing Training Thurs. 1/23 - 11:10 a.m. to 12:10 p.m. - Runkel
Room

THEas aLAWRENTIAN
writer or photographer.

DePaul University College of Communication
and Journalism Info Session - Thurs. 1/23 - 1
p.m. to 2 p.m. - Main Hall 402

All positions are paid!
If interested, visit lawrentian.com/apply

World
A mass grave of 29 people was
recently found by the Mexico
National Guard on the outskirts
of Guadalajara. This comes after
two other graves of 81 people were
found nearby just last year. Of
the 29, four have been identified
as people who had gone missing
last year. All of these deaths are
presumed to be gang-related as
violence in the area continues
to grow. The estimated deaths
from the gang war of 2006 has
increased from 40,000 to 60,000,
largely due to more and more
mass graves like this one being
found. (BBC)

Ecuador
The local giant tortoise population
has managed to have a rebound in
recent years with over 1,800 now on
the Galápagos Islands. This is in part
due to one tortoise, Diego, who has
an extremely strong sex drive — so
much so that he is responsible for
over 800 of the current inhabitants.
Now, after many years away, he is
finally returning to his home. He was
taken decades ago as part of a breeding program when there were only
two males and 12 females left on the
island, but now, he finally gets to go
home. (BBC)

Martin Luther King Jr. Day Teach-In - Mon.
1/20 - 10 a.m. to 11 a.m. - Esch Hurvis
Talk with Kimberly Barrett: Open Office
Hours - Tues. 1/21 - 1:30 p.m. to 4 p.m. Sampson House second floor

Join

Mexico

New Music Series: 5th House Ensemble presents “Inspect the Unexpected” - Sat. 1/18 - 8
p.m. to 10 p.m. - Harper Hall

SOUP: Comedian Reem Edan - Fri. 1/24 - 8
p.m. to 9 p.m. - Cinema

News

Australia

Compiled by McKinley Breen
Kashmir

Philippines
A volcanic eruption in the Philippines
has forced over 30,000 people to
evacuate. Lava was shot over 1,600
feet in the sky and forced hundreds of
towns and villages to be abandoned
due to the ash and lava. The Manila
airport also shut down fo rseveral
days. The last time the volcano near
the capital erupted was in 1965 and it
killed hundreds of people. (CBS)

Recent avalanches and landslides in
Pakistani-controlled Kashmir have
claimed the lives of 62 people. While
these natural disasters are relatively
common in that part of the world,
this is one of the deadliest years in
recent memory. Dozens more are
dead or missing in India, Afghanistan
and Pakistan and over 100 homes
have been destroyed. Additionally,
in the region hit the hardest, the
Neelum Valley, all of the passes have
been blocked, preventing rescue
crews from getting in. (BBC)

The recent bushfires in Australia
have pushed the country to the
breaking point. Thousands of
acres of land have been burned,
hundreds of homes have been
destroyed and 28 people are dead.
Thousands more are displaced.
However, many people have
started grassroots efforts to try
and help combat the blaze and
all of the fallout from it. Efforts
have included people organizing
Facebook groups that help the
evacuated find shelter and beds,
local businesses using their stores
as supply drop points for those
fighting the blaze and truckers
braving the smoke and soot to
deliver supplies to desperate fire
fighters. (NBC)

SPORTS

January 17, 2019

3

THE LAWRENTIAN

Athlete of the Week
Maddy Smith
By Kelli Quick
Maddy Smith recently broke her
own 1-meter diving score by over
13 points! In addition to that, she
also came in first place in the
3-meter dive, scoring 264.90 compared to her previous school record
of 244.60. Smith has been swimming for six years now and diving
for three and a half. She originally
started swimming after she was
forced to quit gymnastics after 11
years because of an injury, but she
said it has always been something
she wanted to do and she tried it
out and really liked it. When asked
about what the difference was, in
her eyes, between swimming and
diving, she said, “I think that while
swimming and diving are obviously different in terms of the physical movements of the sport, there
are also a lot of similarities. Both
sports focus a lot on specific body
positions, however, in swimming
you are trying to push your body
even when you get tired, diving is
about controlling your mind and
body to dive while also trying to
control nerves.”

STANDINGS
HOCKEY
North Division
TEAM		 OVR
Marian
10-4-1
St. Norbert
7-7-2
Lawrence
5-9-1
St. Scholastica
5-10-1
Finlandia
3-12-2
South Division
Lake Forest
Adrian
Aurora
Trine
Concordia
MSOE

Photo by Sebastian Evans.

Kelli Quick: As an athlete we don’t just strive to beat others, but really in
individualized events such as diving, I would argue that you would strive to
push and compete against yourself even more. Not only did you come in first
place, but you scored a total of 253.20 on your 1-meter dive. What steps did
you take in order to beat your overall record by 13 points?
Maddy Smith: I trained a lot this summer on the boards and on trampolines
which really helped me improve my dives overall. I have also been getting
more comfortable with all of the new dives that I learned last year so I think
that this may have contributed to my personal best scores at the UW-Oshkosh
meet.
KQ: Not only did you come in first place in two events, but you broke two
of your top records. Because of this, I was curious to ask if you thought that
with you or with athletes in general, is it normal to break multiple records at a
time and to kind of be on a “hot streak” per say? In other words do you think
it is common and why or why not, especially considering it is hard enough to
break one record?
MS: I don't know if it is necessarily common or uncommon for athletes to
break multiple records at a time; however, in diving it really just depends on
how the person is feeling on the board that particular day. I think the reason
that I had personal best scores at UW-Oshkosh was because I was just diving
well that day. I had a really good warm-up and I also got to dive with some
of my friends from UW-Oshkosh, so I was really excited to dive and cheer
everyone on.
KQ: Do you have any pre-routines that you do before events? Any superstitions that you must do to prepare?
MS: I don't necessarily have any specific pre-race or diving routines to pre-

pare for meets, but I do tend to walk around and jump a lot before dives and
races. When I get nervous I have a hard time staying in one place, so I do a
lot of pacing behind the boards.
KQ: Who has taught you the most about diving? Also, what was the best
thing you were ever taught?
MS: I have been lucky enough to have two amazing diving coaches throughout high school and here at Lawrence. My high school diving coach taught me
a lot about how to deal with nerves during competitions since that is something that I struggled with when I first started diving. My diving coach here
at Lawrence, Timothy, has taught me a lot about the techniques needed to
perform higher level dives and has also helped me to have a greater understanding of the specific mechanics of every movement on the board. Timothy
has not only helped me to add many new dives to my list, but he has also prepared me to feel confident with my dives going into meets.
KQ: What’s your favorite quote? It could be something someone said to you,
something you’ve heard or something you made up.
MS: "Be in love with your life. Every minute of it." - Jack Kerouac
KQ: If you had to pick an ice cream flavor to match your personality, what
would you choose and why?
MS: I had a hard time thinking of this answer on my own, but after I asked
my teammates they said that the Superman ice cream matches my personality because it is kind of crazy but has good flavor combinations.
KQ: Blue or Gold dress?
MS: White and gold for sure.

Slow start dooms Vikings in Eau Claire

Gannon Flynn

WOMEN’S BASKETBALL
TEAM
MWC
OVR
Ripon
6-0
10-3
Cornell
5-1
8-4
Monmouth
4-2
9-4
Illinois
4-2
8-5
Knox
3-3
8-5
Grinnell
3-3
7-6
Lake Forest
3-3
6-7
Lawrence
1-5
4-9
St. Norbert
1-5
2-11
Beloit
0-6
2-11
MEN’S BASKETBALL
TEAM
MWC
OVR
St. Norbert
7-0
12-2
Monmouth
5-2
10-4
Ripon
4-2
8-5
Lake Forest
4-2
7-6
Grinnell
4-3
8-6
Lawrence
3-3
7-6
Beloit
2-5
4-10
Illinois
2-5
4-10
Cornell
1-5
6-7
Knox
1-6
5-9

Standings are courtesy of
www.midwestconference.org

SPORTS BY THE
NUMBERS

Staff Writer

______________________________________

Coming off a two-game win
streak, the Lawrence hockey team suffered a disheartening 4-0 loss at the
hands of the Wisconsin-Eau Claire
Blugolds. The team simply could not
defend against a strong first-period
attack, wherein the Blugolds were
able to score three times within the
first four minutes. The first goal was
scored just over four minutes in by
Jake Bresser. Andrew McGlynn followed up with a shot three minutes
after. The onslaught was rounded
out by an extremely quick goal by
Tyler Tomblerlin just a minute later.
Freshman goalie Brian Tallieu was
subbed out after the third goal, and
senior Evan Cline was able to save 31
of the 32 shots taken on him, but the
offensive damage had already been
done, as the Vikings could not penetrate the Blugold’s defense at any
point during the match. Goalie Zach
Dyment pitched a shutout for the
Blugolds, saving all 19 of Lawrence’s
attempts.
The wheels for the Vikings just
all seemed to fall off this game. The
offense was unable to get much going,
as Eau Claire’s shots on the goal doubled that of Lawrence’s, at 40-19.
At the same time, defensive components collapsed far too early on for
Lawrence to stage a comeback. This

13-2-1
8-4-3
9-5-3
7-7-1
8-5-2
6-4-4

12-2

A near perfect record for
junior epee fencer Vinzenz
Mayer at the Detroit Mercy
Duals

21.0

Points averaged by junior
forward Kenya Earl versus
Ripon and Monmouth
Sophomore Gabe Gauer hustles back on defense.
Photo by Sebastian Evans.

is not the first time an early hole has
been dug for Lawrence defensively;
their first match at Gustavus Adolphus
had them pinned 2-0 to start and at
4-1 midway through the second, and

both matches vs. Aurora featured zero
goals and fast defensive collapses. The
match became a game of keep-away
that the Vikings just could not seem
to win. Despite a recent rally, offen-

sive woes clearly still play a part in
the problems the team must work
out. Lawrence’s record remains negative at 5-9-1, while #3 Eau Claire rises
to 11-2-1.
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By Celeste Reyes
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By Allegra Taylor
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Fruit Night
By Claire Zimmerman

Horoscopes
The Signs as Antidepressants
By Simone Levy

Aries (March 21 - April 19) citalopram
Taurus (April 20 - May 20) bupropion
Gemini (May 21 - June 20) trazodone
Cancer (June 21 - July 22) levomilnacipran
Leo (July 23 - August 22) - sertraline
Virgo (August 23 - September 22) vilazodone
Libra (September 23 - October 22) reboxetine
Scorpio (October 23 - November 21) ketamine
Sagittarius (November 22 - December
21) - duloxetine
Capricorn (December 22 - January 19) paroxetine
Aquarius (January 20 - February 18) venlafaxine
Pisces (February 19 - March 20) fluoxetine
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This Week’s
Crossword
By Alex Dahl

In Plain Sight
By Tia Colbert

Across
1. Where to find answers to
common problems, abbr.
5. A cop’s favorite treat
6. Artillery weapons that fire
explosive shells
8. A southern constellation
9. “I ____ (So Far Away)” Flock of Seagulls hit
10.A director’s second attempt
12. March of _____
13. What Glade is designed to
cover up

Down
1. “you’re pretty good ____” child qualifier
2. Tiny pest
3. U.S. coin that was changed
for the bicentennial
4. Many states have banned
plastic these
5. The city of gold, with El
6. Word after door or place
7. First word in a frozen treat
11 .Genre similar to goth

Lore-ence

“Experiment in the Commons”
The following story is satire. All events and characters are fictional.

By Claire Zimmerman
Research Methods I in the psychology department is making its
2020 debut this winter. In this class,
students are required to form groups
to further their goals in the class.
In these groups, students devise a
research question, then a hypothesis
and finally an experiment that tests
their hypothesis. Traditionally, the
students come up with each of these
steps, but rumor is that the professors have had their eye on a specific
topic this year that they may gift to a
struggling research methods group.
An anonymous tipper revealed
to us that there is an experiment that
the psychology department wants to
explore through the research conducted by Lawrence University students on Lawrence University students. They first asked if there was
a class where students conducted
with research, then launched into
an explanation of the experiment.
It will be conducted on Andrew
Commons interactions, specifically
with seat choice.
Any student who has dined in
the Commons is all too familiar with
the look-around students do when
they go to pick up utensils. In that
moment, students have a moment
of panic. If they are at the Commons
alone, this panicked look can be
attributed to looking for friends
to sit with. Another factor of this
panic is finding a good spot to sit.
Finally, if they are already there with
a friend, trying to figure out where
that friend sat is another difficulty
that can contribute to this split-second panicked look.
What the psychology faculty
are interested in investigating is

what happens if a confederate — a
name for an informed actor in a psychology experiment who furthers the
experiment’s goal — goes up to the
panicked onlooker, takes their plate
from them and places it at a secluded
table. Will relief ensue? Pure panic?
Who knows!
When we questioned our anonymous tipper about the conditions
of the experiment, they clammed up.
They said, “What, do you think I’m
a psychology major or something?
Dream on.” As they left, our reporter
attempted to ask about controls and
experimental conditions. However,
our anonymous tipper was not available for future questioning.
Of course, because this article
has now been written, any student
who reads it will know they are being
studied, therefore compromising
the integrity of the study. It is also
very possible that this experiment
is made up, as our anonymous tipper was definitely not a student. It
is possible that it was a Bon Appetit
employee who wants to trick students into conducting research for
them to further their cryptic goals.
So, if someone in the Commons
comes up to you and takes your
hard-earned plate from you, just let
it happen. It is for science’s sake. We
do not know if there is any real data
to collect or if this is even an actual
experiment. But if someone tries
to take your plate, either way, we
advise you just let it happen.

FEATURES
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Player’s Perspective: Ben Schaffzin
Reily McGee
Columnist

_________________________________________________

dqPreviously called “What A Game!” this
column seeks to engage individuals and hear
their stories of how games have impacted them
as well as their views of the culture, community, content and controversy within gaming.
The video gaming industry has fallen
victim to a great number of corporate practices plaguing other industries. The “realistic”
remakes of beloved Disney movies, the addition
of another Star Wars trilogy, a new enterprise
in the Harry Potter universe — they are all
expeditions searching for the wallets of their
fans. As a result, the industry is innovating less.
Ben Schaffzin, a sophomore saxophone performance and government double major, tends to
agree.
“Finding games that exist outside of the
trends developers are chasing to pursue everincreasing profits gets harder and harder year
after year,” Schaffzin said.
Schaffzin started playing video games at
a young age. “I remember [gaming] was a more
casual thing my dad and I would do,” Schaffzin
said. “He had bought a used [Nintendo]
GameCube. My first full experience with a video
game was ‘The Legend of Zelda: The Wind
Waker.’” The stylized cartoon graphics actionadventure game made for a great introduction
to video games for many children.
As Schaffzin got older, he began to delve
deeper into the world of video games.
“In 2016 I picked up ‘Bloodborne’ and,
for the first time, I discovered a game could be
challenging and demanding of your attention,
your time and have a steep learning curve,”
Schaffzin said. “Often, players would [stop playing] because it was too much of an investment
or it was too difficult from the outset. Playing
‘Bloodborne’ proved to me that games can be
hard but the sense of gratification from overcoming something really difficult can be one of
the most satisfying parts of gaming.”
Schaffzin’s search began to deepen, and

Smailyn Nicasio

Sophomore Ben Schaffzin.
Photo by Larissa Davis.

he would stumble across the fantasy roleplaying game “Final Fantasy VII,” an original
PlayStation game.
“I am very excited for the remake coming out in March this year,” Schaffzin said. “…
I [decided] to go back and ingratiate myself
with the story and the characters so I could get
a newfound appreciation for the remake. This
game [was] made in 1997 with very rudimentary graphics that looked like Playmobil characters at some point; you can tell a lot of the
game is up to using your imagination to fill out
the nuances in these characters. The game gives
you enough so you can start developing these
characters, what they would look like and how

they would sound.”
Schaffzin was amazed by “Final Fantasy
VII.” He did not expect such a game to have
a compelling story over 20 years after it was
released. He found it approachable even though
the graphics were outdated, appealing for a
game which left so much to imagination.
“As wacky as ‘Final Fantasy VII’ can
become, it truly felt like a game that’s timeless. A game you can enjoy at whatever age,”
Schaffzin said.
Today though, Ben finds it hard to find
these timeless games.
“So, as I have gotten older, these games
with a clear vision, those do not normally align

with why most people play games. I want to see
the medium of video games reach out and grasp
concepts it normally would not and that people
don’t normally expect. As much as I enjoy playing these decade-old series, I am very invested
in these experiments and hope others come to
enjoy these sorts of games.”
Schaffzin is not demanding others should
stop playing their “Apex Legends” or their
“Fortnite,” but there are games with more complexity, and Schaffzin hopes others will enjoy
them as he has grown to.

Real Womxn’s Voices: Rosa Tapia

Columnist

_________________________________________________

The assumption that there is a
universal and singular experience as a
womxn erases the nuances and variety
that exists. This column seeks to address
the many intersections that overlap in
an individual’s life. All this is done in an
effort to celebrate the reality of womxnhood in the various ways it may be
expressed, and most importantly of all,
the individual themselves.
The identities that encompass
Professor Rosa Tapia are ones that make
her infinitely proud: an educator, an academic and a humanist. Each is grounded
in an inherent love for knowledge and
growth, so she happily occupies several
interdisciplinarity studies on campus.
So, it is is not a surprise to hear that
Tapia finds it difficult to even name her
favorite studies, but she shows a deep
appreciation for every work that inspires
her professionally and personally. Tapia
credits her intellectual curiosity to her
hometown in southern Spain, Ubeda. It
was difficult not to find herself constantly
astonished by the wonders offered by the
UNESCO site, but instead to absorb as
much information about them as possible.
“I suppose that growing up surrounded by so much beauty instilled in me a
passion for history, art and culture,” Tapia

said. “[So] many famous contemporary
musicians and writers [come from there].”
Her own family has a teaching background
and experience, but once Tapia entered
the academic world of higher education,
she discovered that she was in a vastly
different world than the one her family
members previously experienced. The
opportunities offered to her were often
daunting in their possibility. In retrospect,
Tapia wishes she had mined them for their
potential.
At the end of her undergraduate
career, she found herself educated, but
unsure exactly how she wanted to utilize
her English degree. She also keenly felt
as if the education system in her home
country had restricted her focus to just her
major. The passions she loved dearly were
left unexplored and untapped, particularly
a dream to study abroad. She eventually
continued to pursue academic work after
an experience in the U.S. After finishing graduate school, Tapia’s openness to
learning eventually led her to Lawrence.
“It was somewhat serendipitous, but
now it feels like it was always meant to
be,” Tapia laughed.
As a teacher of language and culture, Tapia is tasked with being both the
introduction for many students into the
Spanish-speaking world and its myriad
cultural aspects and the facilitator of
intercultural dialogue. In her higher-level
courses, the discussions differ in content,

mirroring the thoughtful discussions one
would expect to occur within a humanities
course.
Regardless of the level or the course,
Tapia believes the teaching philosophy
should be the same.
“My teaching is student-centered
based on academic dialogue and communication,” she said. The students may
often acquire the tools from her, but ultimately, the power within the classroom
lies with them. The dialogue that emerges
can be profoundly personal and compelling — but this was not always the case.
Tapia admits that the potential reached
in her classroom is certainly an outcome
of the current political awareness of her
students.
“I look at my work here and my life
here through the lens of an immigrant,”
Tapia explained. “You’re always looking
at things with two different sets of eyes.
[The tools of language] have become more
actively used and applied, because [the
students] are more aware.”
In the past, she found herself frequently explaining why doing certain
things were important — not just to a
general understanding for the class — but
beyond the classroom. The conjugation
of a verb may be essential for a correct
answer, but understanding the importance
of linguistic variation is far more valuable
to the contemporary world.
A generation of students involved in

activism and championing inclusion above
all else creates more than just a dynamic
classroom.
Tapia believes the same now
as she did then: teaching the Spanish
language extends far beyond a professional dream or accomplishment of hers.
It always has, but considering the rise of
extremist ideologies and the exclusionary
nature that fuels them, studying culture
and language has become more important
than ever.
“It is a form of ethical resistance
against ignorance and against a toxic
social and political discourse,” Tapia said
firmly.
The consciousness Tapia approaches
her work with partly comes from watching
others work towards empowering invisible
voices. Inspired, she tries to do her own
part to empower and question the systems
around her. But mainly, that consciousness naturally comes from her own experiences at life.
“I live womxnhood as a state of
constant awareness and questioning of
the social constructs and the system that
expects us to be, think and behave along
gender lines,” Tapia said. “My ability to
resist these pressures is still a work in
progress, but they are always present in
my mind.”
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Photo Feature

London Centre - Week One with Caroline Garrow

The London Eye..

The Lawrence University London Centre, located at 99 Great Russell Street in Bloomsbury.

Tottenham Court Road Tube Station, the closest public underground stop around campus.

Southbank Skatepark.

Students were sent out of the classroom to find a postcard that they believed best represented Britain.
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Cello guest recital and master class

Erin O’Brien
Staff Writer

______________________________________

On Monday, Jan. 13, acclaimed
guest cellist Matthew Zalkind brought
three works first collected in his
debut solo recording to Lawrence
University’s Harper Hall, including pieces from composers Bach,
Michael Brown and Zoltán Kodály.
He explained that he feels that these
works have a strong sense of “kinship,”
which allows him to fully explore the
versatile expressive and technical possibilities of the cello. Each work is a
uniquely important homage to solo
cello: Johann Sebastian Bach’s cello
suites are widely acknowledged to
represent a prestigious level of technical achievement, and until Kodály
composed his “Sonata” nearly 200
years later, very few other significant
works were written for solo cello. The
second suite on the program was written in 2012 by Michael Brown, a close
friend and colleague of Zalkind’s, and
was intended to function as a bridge
between the previously written Bach
and Kodály pieces.
From the opening mellow, meandering notes of Bach’s “Prelude” to the
upbeat, forward-moving “Courante,”
culminating in the full, swelling drama
of the dancing “Gigue,” Suite No. 6
smoothly transitioned to the dark
and suspenseful prelude of Brown’s
bridge. The haunting, inquisitive
notes spanning the 200-year chasm
between Bach and Kodály escalated to

Junior Madi Creech works with Matthew Zalkind in his master class held Tuesday morning.
Photo by Sebastian Evans

another urgent gigue and synthesized
a coherent body of work that transverses centuries. “The Washington
Post” exalted “the sharply etched passagework in the Bach” as “startling,
surpassing that of many world-class
cellists,” signifying a great payoff to

Zalkind’s ambitious choice to debut
such difficult pieces.
Following his concerto debut at
New York City’s Avery Fisher Hall,
Zalkind was further praised by “The
New York Times” for his “impressive
refinement, eloquent phrasing, and

exploitative of its Black characters as
“Good Time” was.
Howard is an exhausting character to follow, as he runs from place to
place attempting to carry out his wild
schemes and concocting new ones
along the way. It is difficult to keep
track of, but it does not really matter
if you follow Howard’s plots or not,
you just have to commit yourself to
him and his journey through a particularly wild weekend. A large opal
from Ethiopia is a jumping off point
for the plot. Howard foolishly lends
this expensive new find to Garnett and
spends much of the movie scrambling
to retrieve it. A bunch of other stuff
happens, but we do not need to focus
on the particulars of the story, considering I am not quite sure what all
happens in this movie anyway.
Howard is Jewish and works
and lives in a predominantly Jewish
world. His Judaism is an essential
part of his character, although he is
not all that observant, except for when
he goes to his family’s Passover seder.
The Safdies comment on Jewish
assimilation as well as on Jewish/
Black relations, almost making a
statement relating to whether or not
Jews should be considered white, but

backing away to focus on how Jews
have adopted whiteness to exploit
other, more marginalized people. This
interplay between Howard’s culture
and his interaction with the Black
characters adds a sly social underpinning to the whole madcap affair and
makes “Uncut Gems” one of the most
interesting Jewish films to be released
in America in some time.
The women in the film do a lot
with little, particularly Julia Fox, who
plays Howard’s mistress and partner
in crime. She fills in what could have
been a forgettable, or even offensive,
stereotype with an inner life of her
own. Idina Menzel, while very effective in a couple of scenes, is given even
less to work with, and one cannot help
but think that more time could have
been spent developing the female
characters so that it was not entirely
up to the actresses to make them more
than just “types.”
“Uncut Gems” is a highly enjoyable movie that might also wrack your
nerves given the high pitch of all the
scenes and the increasing anxiety
developed through the mise en scene.
Adam Sandler does some of his best
work to date.

singing tone” and has subsequently
performed at many prestigious venues throughout the United States
and abroad as a recitalist, soloist and
chamber musician. He has performed
in Carnegie Hall, the Kennedy Center’s
Terrace Theatre in Washington, D.C.

and the Beijing Concert Hall in China
with several renowned orchestras and
conductors around the world, including the Julliard Symphony Orchestra
and the Musica Viva Moscow Chamber
Orchestra. Zalkind’s long list of
accomplishments include membership in the acclaimed Harlem String
Quartet as well as winning numerous
awards at prestigious international
cello competitions.
Zalkind is an assistant professor of cello at the University of
Denver’s College of Arts, Humanities
and Social Sciences Lamont School
of Music, where he is, of course, passionate about teaching, but is also
incredibly devoted to community outreach efforts. While at The Juilliard
School for his bachelor’s and master’s degrees, he was awarded a Gluck
Community Service Fellowship for
four years after performing concerts
at treatment facilities throughout New
York City. Zalkind also later went on
to earn a Doctorate of Musical Arts
from the University of Michigan.
Zalkind and his partner Alice
Yoo are now Co-Artistic Directors of
the Denver Chamber Music Festival,
whose season announcement will be
made on Jan. 30, at denverchambermusicfestival.org. More information
can be found on the website or the festival’s Facebook page. For those who
missed the live selection performed
on Monday, Zalkind’s premier album
“JS Bach; Kodály; Michael Brown:
Music for Solo Cello” is available for
steaming on Spotify.

Movie Review: “Uncut Gems” Upcoming: Student
climate art show

Sam Goldbeck
Staff Writer

______________________________________

A+E RADAR

Adam Sandler did not get an
Oscar nomination, but that does
not mean he did not deserve one
for the entertaining and fascinating
picture “Uncut Gems.” Sandler plays
Howard, a dealer in New York City’s
diamond district. He runs a small
shop and sells jewelry to people like
NBA player Kevin Garnett and anyone
else who his partner Demany (LaKeith
Stanfield) brings his way. Howard has
a bit of a gambling problem and is also
quite abrasive, along with adulterous,
and he has a general habit of lying
and making promises he could never
hope to keep.
The film is directed by Josh and
Benny Safdie, who made the 2017
film “Good Time” starring Robert
Pattinson. “Uncut Gems” is almost like
an updated version of “Good Time” set
in a different context, but still focusing on a small time crook running
through a couple of days of highstakes desperation and law-breaking.
“Uncut Gems” is also a better movie,
featuring the same troubling racial
politics of “Good Time” but deployed
in a much smarter way and not as

COMING
UP:

1/17 6PM - Winter Exhibitions
Lecture and Opening Reception,
Wriston
1/17 7PM - Dance Series: SET
GO, Esch Hurvis
1/17 9PM - LU Live, Mead
Witter

1/19 3PM - Faculty organ recital:
Bruce Bengtson, Memorial
Chapel
1/20 4PM - Music for All
Concert, Riverview Gardens
1/21 4:30PM - Art Talk: Curator
Leah Kolb, Wriston
1/22 3PM - Fiddle Club
Workshop with Isabel Dammann,
Shattuck 156

Ursa Anderson
Staff Writer

______________________________________

What began as just a vague
idea by seniors Amos Egleston and
Christina Sedall to unite Lawrentians
is now a student-run art show series
called Uncovered that accepts submissions of art in any medium. In
the winter of 2019, the two friends
expressed to each other their concern
that art is not always an accessible
space to inhabit here at Lawrence and
discussed ideas of what they could do
to change that. The idea soon became
a plan. Sedall commented that the
show’s name, Uncovered, highlights
one of its goals, to “show people who
you don’t think are making art.” They
brought together smaller art clubs
such as Film Photography Club,
Active Archives and the IlLUstrator
Zine, among others, and reached out
to other students directly, such as
senior Claire Zimmerman, who runs
the IlLUstrator. By doing so, they
were able to create a support network
of students who helped each other
with projects that they had coming up
within all of their clubs. In addition,
each of the clubs was able to engage in
more interdisciplinary work.
The past two Uncovered shows
had open-ended themes. This allowed
students to submit any work they had
made in the past, as well as any current projects they were working on.
However, with the third Uncovered
show coming up on Jan. 31, the organizers have taken their concept a step
further by placing a theme on the
event. “How We Cope in our Climate
Changed Home” pushes for people to,
as Zimmerman said, find a time and
a space to process the emotions surrounding the ongoing climate change
crisis. The show organizers provided
prompts for pieces of art, such as:
How has the climate crisis influenced

you? What is a place in nature that is
most important to you? What would a
healing world look like to you? What
does the Earth provide for you? What
is another issue that you see related to
the climate crisis? How do you feel?
What scares you? And what gives you
hope? These prompt ideas are meant
to act as encouragement for those
who may feel stuck in the creative
process. It is also meant to prompt art
that really addresses what students
may feel they do not have the time
to discuss amongst everything else
they are involved in. The pieces can
be unfinished and as informal as the
artist wants, as the project is, more
than anything else, a way of using art
to feel connected when it is so easy to
feel alone in the face of these topics.
The organizers involved have
been thrilled so far with the submissions they have received, and they
hope that people will continue to
submit their work and be a part of
this show. The deadline for submitting has been extended from Jan. 17
to Jan. 24, and submissions should
be sent to uncoveredartshow@gmail.
com. Please include your name as
you would like to be credited, title of
the piece (if applicable) and medium. Uncovered Art Show is seeking
both visual and performing artists to
participate. Updated information on
the show can also be found on their
Instagram page @uncoveredartshow
and their Facebook page Uncovered
Art Show.
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Mads Layton

Upcoming: LU Live!

Staff Writer

______________________________________

As another term starts at
Lawrence University, the whole campus is getting ready for another great
calendar full of events for the students. Along with the long-awaited
President’s Ball, there is a long list
of arts and entertainment events this
term including student and faculty
recitals, art shows and special guest
performers. Particularly, the newly
vamped LU Live show will be happening this winter on Friday, Jan. 17, and
it is sure to be a success.
Up until recently, the Student
Organization
for
University
Programming (SOUP) has been in
charge of organizing LU Live. The
show was a term-annual open mic for
students to showcase their talents to
the larger community, and especially
to encourage performers who do not
necessarily study in the conservatory.
This term, WLFM, Lawrence’s student
radio station, has joined with SOUP to
collaborate on organizing the event.
While SOUP will provide the fund-

ing for LU Live, WLFM is now taking charge of the performer recruitment and event promotion. WLFM
co-president and senior Molly Reese
said that WLFM is really excited to be
working with SOUP and coordinating
the event this term, hoping both to
expand the event and make it more
inclusive and accessible to a wider
campus audience. Reese is also eager
for the collaboration between WLFM
and SOUP because it is the first time
the two organizations have worked
together on an event, opening the
door to future collaborations in the
coming terms. While both organizations are devoted to bringing all sorts
of entertainment to campus, they each
focus on different fields: WLFM in
music and sound art and SOUP in
everything else. The partnership has
a lot of potential to make some new or
updated programming events happen
at Lawrence.
For those who are unfamiliar
with LU Live, it is a campus event
that gives students an opportunity
to perform and compete against one
another for prizes. On top of that,
there is a chance for participants to

win a spot performing at LU Zoo Days
in the spring. In the past, LU Live has
taken place once a term, but WLFM
has been looking into getting more
dates on the calendar. Although the
upcoming event is slated to be held in
the Mead Witter room in the Warch
Campus Center, WLFM hopes to bring
future events to their house at the end
of Boldt Way, making the whole vibe a
bit more comfy and intimate.
Lawrentians should clear their
calendars for Jan. 17, and get a spot
to watch and cheer on their friends.
There are so many creative, talented
forces of nature out there who are
ready to perform for an audience.
Make sure to come out and show
your support for your local artists at
Lawrence. The students set to perform
include: senior Caro Granner with
junior Moreau Halliburton; seniors
Daniel Green, Matthew Wronski and
Amos Eggleston; and junior Jacob
Deck. If any readers want to become
involved in organizing the events or
participating in the student radio,
feel free to email Molly Reese at
molly.c.reese@lawrence.edu about
any inquires.

Senior recital astounds

Georgia Greenberg

Arts & Entertainment Editor
______________________________________

Senior Matthew Wronski kicked
off recital season last weekend with
an ambitious senior recital entitled
“Epigenesis: Unraveling the Musical
Journey to Oneself.” Wronski, a candidate for the Bachelor of Arts degree
in music, collaborated with over a
dozen fellow student musicians on the
performance. Standing in the strings
section and playing viola, Wronski
also was able to conduct and direct the
rest of the performers throughout the
40-minute piece of his own design.
Minutes before the performance
was set to begin, friends and audience
members crowded near the doors to
the Nathan Marsh Pusey Room as
Wronski put the finishing touches on
his setup. When they entered, the
audience found the back wall lined
with rows of chairs, as well as the usual
armchairs circled around short tables.
Despite all this seating, the room was
packed, and many opted to sit on the
floor in order to have enough room.
Each table showcased a different display: one had objects from Wronski’s

childhood, like dragon figurines and
his Game Boy Advance. The other
table supported several screens, a television and some iPads, each looping a
collection of home video from the first
few years of Wronski’s life. The video
spanned from his infancy, being held
in a parent’s arms at the hospital, to
as old as his sixth birthday. The videos
ran at different lengths and speeds,
and at any time the viewer could see
Wronski’s development in at least two
stages of his life.
Soon, the audience settled in
and the performance began. As more
home video footage was projected
behind them, Wronski began by layering lines and melodies with his viola
and a variety of pedals. Each performer joined in slowly, contributing
a line of just a few notes at a time as
the piece began to layer and build.
As Wronski conducted, the performers left the front of the room to walk
around and play their instruments,
still working in sync with one another
and sharing warm glances with their
friends in the audience. The music
felt still but vibrant, complex and discerning. After a while, the projected
home videos stopped and the projec-

tor screen retracted as the musicians
made their way back to their music
stands at the front. From here, the
piece took on a new shape as the group
worked to layer their sounds and follow Wronski’s direction. The piece
changed again as Wronski introduced
samples played from his pedalboard,
samples of his parents and sister saying his name, calling “Matthew, where
are you?” and “It’s raining, Matthew!”
The piece took on a more emotional
color, rising and falling and all the
while remaining hopeful.
Unique in so many ways, the
performance was most successful in
demonstrating the power of community. Wronski not only showcased
his inclination to bring performers
together by assembling a supergroup
of over a dozen of Lawrence’s finest
musicians, but also the community at
large as the audience overflowed with
students, professors and friends from
home alike. Unlike many conservatory recitals, Wronski did not take 15
minutes to thank everyone in his life
for their support throughout his time
preparing for his recital. He did not
have to. His performance said it all.

Movie Review:
Bombshell bombs

Mary Grace Wagner

Columnist

______________________________________

I was so geeked to see
“Bombshell.” The trailer, showing
Charlize Theron looking exactly like
Meygn Kelly while Billie Eillish’s “bad
guy” throbbed in the background, was
absolutely gripping. Unlike recent
movies that have recounted political and historical events like “Vice,”
“The Post,” and “The Big Short,” the
sexual harassment allegations and
subsequent firing of Fox News CEO
Roger Ailes detailed in “Bombshell”
unfolded as I was in high school and
just beginning to pay serious attention
to current events. I was excited! This
sort of news and bureaucratic intrigue
is right up my alley.
The public knows the story of
Meygn Kelly (Charlize Theron) and
Gretchen Carlson (Nicole Kidman)
standing up to sexual assault and
harassment in the workplace in a way
that was unorthodox and revolutionary. ”Bombshell” promised to tell the
behind-the-scenes story of women
who went against patriarchy and
bureaucracy to bring down the biggest predator and demagogue in news,
and it promised to do it with style. It
missed the mark.
Everything about “Bombshell”
was overwhelmingly mediocre. The
handheld documentary style camera
work was predictable, the script was
oddly paced and its story of empowerment is undercut by its unwillingness
to pull punches both narratively and
stylistically. You know that moment in
a “newspaper movie” where the journalists are nervous about a controversial story but then the editor bravely
says “Run it?” “Bombshell” did not
have a “run it.” It treated every single
beat of the story with the same weight
and in so doing, lost the dramatic significance of key moments.
Now, it is very possible that the
underwhelming presentation of key
plot points was meant to represent
how Ailes’s behavior such a taboo
subject at Fox, but when I think of
all the press before the release of
“Bombshell,” citing it as a story of
women speaking up and having courage, I find that hard to believe. It
did not feel like a story about strong
women, it felt like a story of strong

women told by men who have no idea
what position those women were in.
And what do you know? Both the
director and screenwriter are male.
There is a scene in which Roger
Ailes, played by John Lithgow, forces
fictional Fox producer Kayla Pospisil
(Margo Robbie) to pull her dress up
and reveal her underwear. The scene
does show the audience an example of
the harassment that was going on at
Fox, but on the other hand, it spends
a bit too long with Kayla’s underwear
and exposed legs in the frame. The
sympathy we are supposed to develop
for Kayla or disgust we are supposed
to feel about Ailes is undercut by the
male gaze of the camera.
Robbie’s character in general
was a misfire. Having a character who
serves as a surrogate for the audience
can be a useful narrative device, but
it was not necessary in “Bombshell.”
The audience already has Carlson and
Kelly to show them how Fox works
and what Ailes had subjected them
to. A smarter screenwriter would have
used more time with them to build
up empathy for the two characters
instead of having Robbie’s character
navigate her way through the proverbial Fox news cafeteria for us. Don’t
get me wrong, Robbie is a fantastic
actress and she does what she can
with the role, but like so much else in
this film, her character feels like an
afterthought to the story we are supposed to be following.
That being said, it was not all
bad. I liked the score, the prosthetic
makeup on Lithgow and Theron was
beyond impressive and the performances were great. Theron especially
managed to capture the essence of
Megyn Kelly in a way that was almost
uncanny. However, even her performance was not able to salvage the film
from its mediocrity. Not to mention,
it is hard to root for Kelly and Carlson
after the controversial opinions they
have had and claims they have made
as Fox News anchors.
“Bombshell” is a flawed film,
unable to be saved from the mismanaging hands of an all-male creative team by the power of three
powerhouse actresses. While it wants
to be an inspiring #MeToo story,
“Bombshell” cannot seem to pack the
punch it needs to succeed.

Want to work for
THE LAWRENTIAN?
Senior Matthew Wronski, left, with senior saxophonists Hank Laritson and Nick Muellner.
Photo by Sebastian Evans

Visit lawrentian.com/
apply
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Cars are bad

Staff Editorial:

Looking at memes is not being informed
Soon after the White House announced the killing of Iran’s top military commander,
Qassem Soleimani, the internet reacted in the only way it knows how — by making memes.
Jokes about the upcoming World War III, being on missile duty “with the boys,” what
music you would play when you drive a tank and ignoring draft notices began to surface.
So followed the “counter-memes,” shamers and naysayers, commenting on their tone deafness. Many suggest that memes are a release from painful world events and can encourage
people to get informed and have discussions. How effective they actually are is debatable.
In our age of instant information, staying informed is a responsibility, and being uninformed is a privilege. The obligation to remain informed, given the apparent proliferation
of worldwide tragedies, creates anxiety. Meme creators attempt to release this anxiety, but
skip the vital step of verifying the information they spread.
In this case, tensions in Iran do not threaten World War III. Rather, they suggest an
armed conflict similar to the now-universally derided war in Iraq. Countless Iranian lives
could be lost for reasons that, as per usual in US foreign policy, Americans do not support
or even understand. There is also no threat of a draft. Currently, American poverty acts
as its own draft. The military offers free access to healthcare, education and housing, so a
high military recruitment rate among the poor is assured.
World War III memes divert the national conversation away from these meaningful
topics. Granted, their proliferation is understandable. Ostensibly, they provide relief from
the crushing anxiety over US-Iranian tensions and other seemingly endless crises the news
brings, like the Australian wildfires and climate change.
Do World War III memes actually soothe people? No, they do not, and in fact unproductively create more anxiety. They erase the potential for a critical examination of issues
surrounding the military-industrial complex, and cannot act as a substitute actually
becoming informed on US-Iranian tensions and what led to them.

Letters to the Editor can be sent in to Opinions & Editorials Editor, Max Craig, at lawrentian@lawrence.edu. We
review all letters and consider them for publication. The Lawrentian staff reserves the right to edit for clarity,
decency, style and space. All letters should be submitted on the Monday before publication, and should not be
more than 350 words.
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Op-Ed Editor
_________________________________

This break, I drove a lot. I live
in the Chicago suburbs and I have
a lot of friends who live in the city.
That means I spent a lot of time
driving on highways and through
the frenzied, potholed streets of
Chicago, usually completing a
commute of up to two hours both
ways in order to maintain contact
with my cohorts. In that obscene
amount of time spent in my dad’s
Camry, I had a thought: cars are
bad.
Cars are, of course, a staple of
American culture. They epitomize
the American identity of individuality and masculine propulsiveness. Public transportation is too
passive an option for the redblooded American. The Reaganist
American owns his own transportation, and requires a garage that
takes up half his house to store it.
The U.S. is literally built around
the assumption of ubiquitous car
ownership. If you live in a suburb
like I do, it takes you thirty minutes to walk to a grocery store. If
you live in the U.S. and not in the
heart of a city, you are not only
culturally pressured to get a car —
you need a car.
But consider how little we
think about the death toll. In
2018, 37,000 Americans died in
car crashes. That is 3,000 deaths
a month. Thanks to navigation
apps, we are able to avoid even
looking at the car wrecks that
pockmark the freeway every day,
but they are a reality to which we

are shockingly ambivalent. Chief
of the National Safety Council
Ken Kolosh refers to every day on
the road as a “quiet catastrophe”
for this reason. Our aversion to
public transportation has led us
to 70-mph aluminium death traps
that amplify human error, and yet
we simply do not care.
Cars are also destructive to
the environment, and in more
ways than one. Not only are their
emissions a major climate change
culprit, but they also enforce
separation between humans and
nature. For those of us living in
cities and suburbs, we do not see
ourselves as living “in” nature.
We live on sectioned off patches
of grass or rectangles of concrete.
“Nature,” meanwhile, is somewhere we have to drive to. The
division between “nature” and
“civilization” exists as an extension of the assumption that everyone will drive wherever they need
to go, and this division harms
any environmentalist pursuits.
Thanks to cars, we do not think
of nature as everything around
us, but rather as something “over
there” that is hard to sympathize
with. If we had a more fluid union
of “civilization” and traditionally
“natural” elements, perhaps our
environmental consciousness
would be more organic. And yet,
cars have spoiled our potential
utopia.
To be clear, in my ideal
world, cars would not be eliminated. Rural areas have no need

See page 12

The quadrennial duopoly sham: MLK amnesia
Nero Grok-Gallagher

Columnist
________________________________

The Democratic Party advertises itself as the champion of the
marginalized, while simultaneously painting the Republican
Party as the white man’s party.
This series serves to highlight the
contradictions in this false illusion and to analyze the two-party system situated on two sides
of the same white supremacist
capitalist patriarchal coin.
American society treats
African American history as if it
begins with slavery and ends with
the Civil Rights Era, but there
is so much more to it than that.
Civil rights for African Americans,
though they progressed in the
1970s, have yet to be fully realized. In the neoliberalization of
the economy, we saw an increase
in mass incarceration via the rise
of the prison industrial complex
and the weakening of the social
safety net. Police violence persists, the U.S. imperialist agenda wreaks havoc upon millions
around the world and voting
rights are denied via gerrymandering and imprisonment.
These are surely necessary
phenomena to reflect upon as
MLK Day nears, but let us not
kid ourselves: U.S. society hardly
gives much thought to the ongoing
issues facing African Americans

today. This is evidenced by
the constant news coverage of
“Trump this, Russia that,” and
the sensationalism of the presidential debates. The only time
African Americans are mentioned
at all is in relation to the “black
vote” that candidates address to
paint themselves as supposedly
progressive and diverse. Even
then, the Democratic Party is convinced that it deserves the trust of
black voters and other marginalized members of the populous
as the only alternative to the evil
Republican Party.
This brings me to Martin
Luther King Jr., who is so ubiquitously quoted by modern politicians, yet his politics are mythologized and misunderstood. Today,
MLK is championed as having
achieved equal opportunity, the
very cornerstone of liberalism; if
we have a diversity of CEOs, surely that means progress, right? Let
us ignore the fact that the majority of people, particularly the marginalized, are living in some form
of poverty. Not to mention the
fact that Dr. King Jr. initiated the
Poor People’s Campaign to fight
for economic justice for all races.
This was after observing that the
gains of the civil rights movement had not quite improved
the material conditions of many
African Americans. The campaign
fought for an Economic Bill of
Rights, which would increase

full employment, annual income
and low-income housing, among
other things. Such legislation is
considered radical even today,
which truly shows how far we
have regressed.
King was also in protest
of the Vietnam War, an agenda pushed by the U.S. military
industrial complex. One year
before his assassination on Apr.
4, 1968, he delivered a speech at
Riverside Church in New York
City titled “Beyond Vietnam.” He
called for a withdrawal of troops,
a unilateral truce and peace talks
with the National Liberation
Front. In connecting the peace
and poverty movements with
racial and humanitarian justice,
King’s activism was sweeping.
Naturally, the FBI monitored him
and attempted to undermine the
movements he led via surveillance, saboteurs, insiders, media
bias and other government intervention. Eventually he was allegedly assassinated by James Earl
Ray, though there are claims that
it was really a set-up by the U.S.
government.
The organization of the civil
rights movement is often relegated to King. Or sometimes even
King and Malcolm X, but rarely do we remember the women
activists. Rosa Parks was not only
instrumental in leading anti-segregation and bus boycott efforts,
but also worked to organize with

civil rights leaders like King and
Edgar Nixon. For the rest of her
life she worked for fair housing,
civil rights, the freedom of political prisoners, welfare, education
and job discrimination. She was
much more than just some person who sat on a bus. Rosa Parks
was an activist. Coretta Scott King
influenced much of Dr. King Jr.’s
politics, as they had much discussion over the years. Early on, she
was in opposition to the Vietnam
War and she pointed him to various readings about economic justice. She was also active during
and after the civil rights movement and fought against apartheid, for peace and for LGBT
rights.
In the years following the
Civil Rights Act, white support for
King waned. The white American
populace saw it as the final concession, whereas King saw it as
the mere beginning of an ongoing
struggle for human rights. The
U.S. government actively worked
to disrupt civil rights activism,
and agents of white hegemony
pushed against progress every
step of the way. The white moderate once supportive of the Civil
Rights Act turned away in disgust
at the sight of continuing protest. After King’s assassination in
1968, the civil rights movement
dwindled.
And how do we view these
events in today’s context? King’s

legacy is white-washed for a palatable annual celebration on Jan.
20, the third Monday of the year.
It is that simple. Politicians all
across the political spectrum,
even Mike Pence, quote him for
their own aims. Lip service is paid
to Kingian politics without a real
acknowledgement of his evolving
ideas and activism. Most reflections on King and the civil rights
movement stick to his “I Have A
Dream” speech delivered in 1963,
painted as advocating for a colorblind politics. His later advocacy
for economic justice and global
peace is ignored. The ubiquitous
white backlash predicted by many
civil rights leaders is painted over;
we are told to see the years following the Civil Rights Act as peaceful, free of racial inequality.
King is memorialized in
the same American pantheon as
Abraham Lincoln and George
Washington, hardly comparable
leaders; this memorialization
packages him in a format digestible for the U.S. white supremacist capitalist patriarchal agenda
and its constituency. King fought
for affirmative action, global citizenship, universal healthcare,
housing guarantees, reparations
and an end to U.S. imperialism,
all of which are still widely debated in today’s disastrous political
climate. You can bet your bot-

See page 12
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On the Cusp of
Enlightenment

Simone Levy

Columnist
__________________________________

Dear Simone,
What do you order at a makeyour-own poké bowl restaurant?
Best, Bono
Dear Bono,
I’m so glad you asked me
this question. In order to avoid
confusion at the restaurant and to
minimize the amount of human
interaction, I hand the employee
my order on a note card. My order
is as follows:
Medium bowl (three scoops
of fish)
Two scoops of salmon, one
scoop of yellowtail (if it is fresh
that day)
Either ginger shoyu or yuzu
citrus for the marinade
White rice
Edamame (a lot of it)
Red cabbage
Spring onion
Tempura flakes
Dried seaweed
Sesame seeds
Fried onion
Tobiko (a ton of tobiko)
Up
With a twist
No vermouth
And the ice you shake it with
on the side.
And that’s my poké order!
Thanks for calling in, Bono.
Best, Simone
Dear Simone,
What is your favorite thing to
watch on TV? I need new shows
to watch. Preferably something
exciting but also appropriate for
my four-year-old nephew.
Best, Joe Shmo
Dear Joe,
Hi Joe! Lucky for you, I have
been watching a ton of television
lately, which I do not normally do!
I am currently deep into season
eleven of the Discovery Channel’s
“Deadliest Catch,” which I have
decided is the best show ever. It
might even beat Seinfeld for the
number one spot! The show is a
hoot and a half. It chronicles a
fleet of Bering Sea crabbers — one

of the world’s most dangerous
professions — and their experiences catching all sorts of different crab: red king crab, blue king
crab, bairdi (also known as tanners) and my personal favorite,
opilios, affectionately known as
“opies.” There is some adult language, if you know what I mean,
but it is censored so your nephew
should not have a problem. My
personal favorite captains are
Jonathan Hillstrand and Jake
Anderson, but I also have a soft
spot for Edgar and Sig Hansen.
Wild Bill is another great one.
My favorite captain that I hate is
Elliot Neese. I hate him because
he sucks, but he has had some
of the funniest lines in the show.
Keith is also okay, but I think
he is a little too dramatic and I
cannot believe he fired Freddie
just for partying a little too hard
in Dutch Harbor! C’mon Keith!
Live a little! Josh Harris’ voice
annoys me, so be prepared for
that. I think it is because he has
smoked so many cigarettes that
he has permanent vocal fry with
a side of tobacco phlegm. After I
watch it, I feel like I am swaying a
little bit. Sometimes I go to sleep
at night still hearing the intermittent beeps letting the deckhands
know when to drop the crab pot
into the sea. I am a real armchair
crabber now. So I definitely recommend that show and no other
show.
Best, Simone “Armchair
Crabber” Levy
Dear Simone,
I need advice. Where can I go
to get it?
Sincerely yours,
Margaret Thatcher’s Ghost
Dear Ms. Thatcher’s Ghost,
I really enjoy the podcast
called “Dear Sugars.” But other
than that, I cannot really think
of anywhere to get advice. I think
anyone who writes into an advice
column already knows the answer
to whatever they are writing in
for. Ask a librarian. Ask a bird. It
is not that deep.
Best, Simone

Local Nerd’s Hot Take:
The new “Pokémon” DLC is a scam

Zach Fithian

Columnist
__________________________

Greetings,fellow
Lawrentians, and happy Winter
Term! Last term, I wrote a column called “Life at Lawrence”
to ruminate on some aspects of
everyday life at this school of
ours, and to give our dear freshman comrades a piece of advice
or two. This term, I plan to take
a far different approach to my
column by giving you all a weekly
dose of piping hot, nerdy tea. Let
us be honest — this term, we need
a little spice in our lives, especially of the nonsensical or trivial
variety. It is cold, classes are hard
and depression exists, so why not
stoke the fires of discourse to
bring a little light into our lives?
And so, for the next few paragraphs, I am going to go off about
how the new “Pokemon” DLC is a
lame cash-grab, and you are going
to listen and get entrenched in
your own position just for the hell
of it. Buckle up and enjoy the ride!
So, what is DLC? DLC, for
those who do not know, stands
for downloadable content, and is,
in its own right, a contested topic
for gamers. The main argument
against DLC comes from those
who see it as an excuse to release
a game that is incomplete, that
lacks enough content to stand
without supplement. While this
is a valid critique, and certainly
does happen in too many games,
it is not a reason to dismiss DLC
altogether. Look at role-playing
games like “The Elder Scrolls
V: Skyrim,” or “The Witcher 3:
Wild Hunt” — these games are
packed with content. When I first
read a review for Skyrim, the
reviewer had played 100+ hours
of the game and still had plenty of
quests to complete, lore to delve
into, areas of the world map to
explore and so on. However, this
did not stop the game developers, Bethesda, from releasing two
DLC packages in the years following the game’s release. These
featured new weapons, stories,
environments, abilities and more.

Similarly, CD Projekt Red, the
developers behind “The Witcher
3,” released several free smallscale DLC packages in the year
after the game’s release, in addition to two paid larger-scale DLC
packages, with a new story and all
the other bells and whistles you
might expect.
While not every game can or
needs to be like these two very
good examples of games done
justice by DLC, games can still
benefit from some bits of added
content. Once upon a time, for
better or for worse, I played “Call
of Duty,” a shooter game series
notorious for its yearly cycle of
a new game, three to four DLC
packs and then a new iteration of
the same cycle. However, as much
as this is a cash-grab, that is not
to say that the base game itself is
always incomplete. These games
usually have lengthy story modes
with decent to good — even if clichéd — plots, multiplayer modes
with a plethora of maps and weapon loadouts and a third cooperative mode with its own lore and
unique charm. If played all the
time for several months — not
that I would do this, of course —
yes, the same old routines can tire
out, but the games are certainly
not incomplete. The new content
extends the time that the game
still feels fresh and interesting
without creating a dependence on
the new content to enjoy the original game. “Pokémon,” however,
has missed the memo on this, and
I am not happy about it.
Alright folks, it is time for the
meat and potatoes of the article
— “Pokemon.” Nintendo released
the new games, “Pokémon Sword”
and “Pokémon Shield,” just two
months ago in November, and
not without controversy. Months
before release, it was revealed
that not all 800-plus Pokemon
would be included in the new
games, and fans quickly took to
the internet to complain about
“Dexit,” which is from the word
“Pokedex,” the in-game device
that logs all the Pokémon you
catch. The game’s developers
cited the sheer magnitude of the

task, creating models and animations for countless Pokémon, as
the reason why they chose to limit
the final count, and while others
cried foul, I could empathize. The
developers were no doubt under
pressure to release their product
by a given deadline, and modeling, as well as animating, definitely takes plenty of time. Sure,
it was disappointing news, but I
was willing to give the benefit of
the doubt and count on the games
making up for the bad news in
other ways.
And then I got the game. Now,
I would not say that “Sword” and
“Shield” are bad games, but by the
time I finished the main story and
became Champion of the Galar
region, I was left with a “meh”
impression. The new Pokemon,
new battling abilities and new
areas were all good additions, but
something about the overall product felt, well, incomplete. I felt
like I had access to 80% of the
game, but other things that would
have kept me playing and exploring more were missing. Usually,
a “Pokemon” game has seven or
more “legendary” — read: special, unique, badass —Pokémon to
search, puzzle-solve and dungeoncrawl for after you beat the main
game, but “Sword” and “Shield”
only have three. Each region in
“Pokémon” typically has a new
area to explore after you beat the
main story, but this game lacked
that too. Perhaps the Wild Area,
a vast wilderness-esque space in
which to encounter all kinds of
Pokemon, with friends to join you
in light online cooperative play,
was meant to fill this void, but the
void remains. Even with a short
post-game story to complete and
plenty of standard Pokemon left
that I could collect, I still look at
the word “Start” above “Pokemon
Sword’s” icon on my Nintendo
Switch with empty dejection.
And then, this past Thursday,
Jan. 9, the DLC Expansion Pass
was announced. The $30 “deal”
provides new story, regions, a
deeper cooperative play mode,

See page 12

What in the World: Polemics and public art

Luther Abel

Columnist
_________________________________

I recently read an article in
the “Appleton Post Crescent”
detailing the removal of a piece
of art from the public property near Lawrence. Public art to
be removed? How dare they! I
had no idea who “they” were,
but my liberal arts inclined brain
was absolutely incensed at such
desecration of high art and the,
likely, trickery of the uncouth
to create such an outcome. In a
state of high dudgeon, I pressed
on into the article to find out
more. It turns out a giant head
— titled “The Collective” — made
of smaller heads, is causing a
furor among the local populace
of Appleton’s historic district and
I found myself agreeing that the
thing has to go.
How could I side with these
enemies of progress, these knuckle-dragging Neanderthals who fail
to understand the intricacies and

nuances of reaction-producing
pieces? I hear you, I really do.
However, the statue is odious to
look at and I would just as soon
have it recycled for whatever the
value of scrap is these days. If
progress means we have to look
forward to more hideous art pieces in public places — such as the
Chicago “Bean” — then I think
progress needs re-calibration.
The issue with public art in
the United States is two-fold. The
first is the matter of the relative
youth of much of the country.
Travel to Scotland and one can
enjoy art, statuary and fountains
that have been hanging out in that
same spot for centuries. The public grew up around these pieces,
as did their grandparents. The
U.S., on the other hand, has no
built-in art but must go through
the trials and travails of adding
art. With this being art placed on
public land, any tax-payer can
have a say, as they should. If I
owned a beautiful historic home,

and some ponce from the mayor’s
office had a buddy who made
“Melted Frying Pan Structures
That Evoke a Sense of Esoteric
Catharsis” that ends up looking
like a toilet, then you bet I would
be walking down to City Hall.
The second hurdle for
American public art is that of
our current inability to have nice
things. Art is now debauched —
head sculpture — ridiculous—
duct-taped banana — or some
other nonsense. What happened
to a good old-fashioned statue?
Cannot have it, too divisive. The
person we put up on the plinth
might be found to have once written an unkind thing via carrier
pigeon and the sum of their brilliance and goodness is now moot
in the light of this one flaw.
Here is how I see it. The city
can try to put up art they think is
cool. If enough of the people in
the neighborhood where the city
plopped this thing do not like it,
then the citizenry should go down

to the Hall and give the city what
for. The city can then decide if
the political calculus is on their
side. If it seems like the mayor is
likely to get voted out because of
a chunk of art, then he is likely to
have the artwork moved. If this is
a non-issue to all but a few, the art
will stay. Public land is subject to
public opinion, that is the way it is
and should be.
What irritates me most about
this piece of art is that it is taking a prime location for something exceptional. The location is
ideal, right at the end of College
Ave. before the bridge, within the
shadow of Lawrence. I suggest we
ditch the head sculpture, better
yet leave it in a ditch. Instead,
erect a statue of Harriet Tubman.
Have her facing away from the
bridge, looking westward down
College Ave. toward Lawrence.
Tubman was illiterate all of her
days, but was able to memorize
and recite a great deal of the Bible
orally. Having successfully fled

the cruelties of slavery, she did
the unthinkable and returned to
the South time and again through
swamps and other treacherous terrains to save her people.
Tubman, I am sure, would have
greatly enjoyed a paved bridge
over deep waters that would take
her to an exceptional school of
learning. How beautiful would
it be then to have it as if she,
too, were making her way to the
classrooms of Lawrence? A free
woman, able to indulge her curiosities and brilliance; to live without fear of the lash or a slaveholder’s tracking hounds. This would
be a lovely, progressive and popular alternative to what now exists.
Feel differently? Agree? Let
me know at abell@lawrence.edu.
Also, if you wish to join a political
discussion club with respectful
viewpoints from both the left and
right, send me a message to join
“The Twaddlers.” We would love
to have you.
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Photo Poll

Sebastian Evans
Staff Photographer

What was the best thing you ate over winter break?
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“An apple pie.”
— Logan Robison

“Home-cooked food that my dad
made.”
— Holly McDonald

“Fillet from Black Rock Steakhouse.”
— Brian Tallieu II
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““Jhol momo.”
— Kelsey Knapp
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— Elliott Marsh

“Australian meat pie.”
— Cynfor Luis
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Cars are bad
continued from page 10

“Tofu with shrimp sauce.”
— Son Nguyen

“Pork buns from London Chinatown.”
— Shelby Johnson

““Homemade barbacoa beef.”
— Ryan Gowdy

Nerdy Hot Take

in the game, is what is so frustrating and ultimately leaves me with
the smell of a scam lingering in the
air. After all, if the work it would
take to include so many Pokémon
in this new game was too great to
be done for the $60 base game
and was even denied a chance at
being updated into the game later,
why go back on that statement for
a DLC package? Because money!
Why include so many returning
legendaries in the new DLC and
not in the base game? Because
money! Why improve online
gameplay mechanics only in the
DLC? Because money! It is a
scam, people, and it did not have

to be this way. And yet, everyone
seems to already be eating it up,
and the worst thing is that I know
I will too. Damn it, Nintendo.
Damn it, capitalism.
So that is my take. I hope you
enjoyed the ride, friends, even if
you care nothing about gaming,
“Pokémon” or financial models
for the video game industry. Feel
free to chat with me about these
Important Things, and maybe
give me some inspiration for
another week’s Hot Take. Until
then, stay woke, sheeple.

continued from page 11

over 200 returning Pokemon and
old legendary Pokémon returning en masse, with the part one
release scheduled for June. Wait,
WHAT? Now, the new stories
they are bringing, that is all well
and good, but that is not the issue
— yes, the main game story was
lacking, but stories in “Pokemon”
games are seldom tear-jerkers,
let’s be real. The massive amount
of returning content, and content
that absolutely should have been

for a bullet train network, for
instance. But imagine a civilization with a layout like Lawrence,
but extended to all of Appleton.
The town is organized into small
village-like units. Everything you
need is within walking distance —
there is a grocery store, a library
and a hospital. Trees grow as
they please and wildlife besides
squirrels and raccoons proliferates. There are public outdoor
areas where community members
congregate to bond. There are
perhaps a few roads, but they are
small, allow only for low-speed
travel and pedestrians can walk
through them as they please. If
you want to travel far, there is
a convenient and free train sys-

MLK amnesia
continued from page 10
tom dollar that Republicans and
Democrats alike will continue
to spew forth quote after quote
come Jan. 20, all the while opposing King’s legacy in ideology and
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tem takes you to your destination
in minutes. In this society, community members see each other,
nature is woven into everyday
life and transportation deaths are
nonexistent. Does that not sound
wonderful?
To me, it does, but at this
point it is not a realistic goal. The
roads are built and cars are the
mascot of American individuality.
We could take small steps toward
this pie in the sky by funding public transportation, but even so, my
idea of a hegemonic Lawrence is
unlikely to transcend the realm of
daydream. But when you are driving for two hours on the freeway,
watching roadkill and blown out
tires pass you by on the shoulder,
all you can do is daydream.

action. I recommend that everyone register for events on MLK
day this Monday, but also do
some research. Watch a few of his
speeches. I recommend “I Have
Been to the Mountaintop,” his
last. Read works from other Black
activists like James Baldwin, Toni
Morrison, Audre Lorde, Malcolm
X and so many others.
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